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How Can Humicane Losses Be Reduced?

The best to be hoped for is through the modification
of the track or intensity or through speeding the dissipa-
tion of the tropical cyclone. This may not come about
during our lifetime, although there are those who feel
that very important gains will be made within the next
10 years. Meanwhile, we should place more emphasis on
public education in the utilization of available services
and continue our efforts to aid and encourage community
preparedness. We should support and encourage better
building codes patterned after those in Dade County,
Florida. We should try to improve our forecasts,
although the outlook for this is not too good over the
next few years. Along this line, our attention should be
directed toward more carefully worded, concise, and
timely warnings.
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In conclusion, there are two important unanswered
questions which need attention. Should our best building
codes be strengthened and should there be special ones
for the most vulnerable places? Would a cost-benefit
analysis show it to be economically more feasible for the
various Counties and States to adopt these proven
building codes or for the government to construct local
storm surge protective facilities along the Atlantic and
Gulf coasts?
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